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~ Spies in Canada’s . o tesearcch Covwe; |

~ rescarch council

-
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from David Spurgeon, Ottawa

Maxy Cunadians, ineluding  scientists
and  Members  of  Parliament,  avere
startled in Janwary by the allegntion

contained in a television broadeast that-

““their conntry’s National Research Coun-
cil (NRC) has formany vears been
serving as a cover for secret intelligence
gathering, ‘

Although the NRC unit involved—the
Communications Branch—has been in
existence since 1940, few Ottawa officials
seemed 1o be fware of its existence or
its mission, The director-general of infor-
mation services in the Department of
National Defenee—a  brigadicr-generul
who has served with the department
for some 30 years—toald an inquirer that
before the television program he had
never heard of it,

Those who do know of its mission have
been sworn to scercey. M= director, N, K.

- O'Neill, refused to give a reporter infor-
mation on its budget and stafl, or in-

~deed. to, comment on anvthing eoncern-
ing it. When asked to wham he reported,

“he replicd that be had been spending ul)
t,!ml morning trving to find out. Ques-
Qloners  secking  informution from the
NRC were directed to the Prime Minis-
ter's affice (where o ~pokeman “imply

~quoted from Mr Trudesn’s comments on

L Fanunary 11 in the House of Commons,

_ The Prime NMinister acknowledged that
CCanada “has always colleeted what in-
formation was available to'id in its terri-
tory”, but =aid it had never to his knowl-
edge “engaged in any cspionage abroad
in the sense that we have not been look-
ing Jor information in an undercover
way in any other «country”. And he
would not confirm the allegations made
in the television program,

The program, aived by the Canadian
Broadeasting Corporation (a Crown cor-
poration funded by the federal, govern-
ment), elaimed the, NRC brancl works
hand-in-hand  with the United States
Central Intelligence Ageney through 1he
CIA’s  representative  at the  United
Sthtes embassy in Ottawa.

It monitors and records radio traflic
received throneh listening posts in-the
Aretic and clzewhere, and analyvzes this

~and other intelligence eathered by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police mid the
armed forees. Encoded  messiees xent
from forcign cmbe=siex 1 the Canadian
capital are also monitored. The results of

this work are shared with allies such as .

the United States and Britain,
Regardlesz of the aceurney of the de-

Communivations Branch = in- fact en-

gaged in highly sceret work of a nature,

more ustidly assdcinted with defenee or
sbeugity agencles than with national re-
search laboratories. Inquiries reveal that
the branch camie into existence during
the second world war, when the NRC
seemed the obvious place 16 go for help
because of s deientists’ expertise and
contacts. " . )

L What seems.strange iz that "the work

«was nol moved after the war, cither to

the Defence Department or the newly-
formed Defence Rescareh Board. One
reason seems to be that NRC sunply pro-
vided too good a cover, and since moving
the branch would only draw attention to
it, those responsible felt it best to leave
it where it was. It also scems strange
that the matter has never before been
raized publicly, beeause the branch is
situated in its own building siirrounded
by a high wire fence in plain view in
southwest Ottawa  (albeit far removed
from other NRC buildings), and is listed
in' the government telephone directory.

Now that the branch hus surfaced, its
work is elearly an embarrassment to the
NRC., Those in a position to know say
attempts have been made by NRC for
vears to get rid of it, They also say NRC
has contributed nothing to its policy,

and that the president and councl know
« little or nothing about it." .. :

The importunce of the affair for Ca-
nadian selentizts is the effect it could
have abroad on the image of the coun-
try’s nattonal laboratories. The NRC

i hias heen one of Canada’s ehiel instru-
, ments of international science policy and
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its representative on many international
scientific ageneies. To be tarred with the
CLAs brush will not help it reputation,

There are national haplieations too.
As Donglas Fizher, former Member of
Parlianent and newspaper columnist put
it in the Toronto Swun: “Highly placed
people noting Walcergate'’s exeesses, got
concerned. Could the Communieations:
Branely, NRC, get out of hand? .,
it expenditures and work are never
openly questioned or examined”,

The questions raised by the television

Jprogramn may, however, lead to changes,

David Lewis, leader of the New Deno-
craiic Party, which has held the balance
of power in the minority government,
asked in the Commons: “In view of the
fact that the NRC obviousy is not the
appropriate ageney for such an opera-
tion .+ » may I ask the Prime Minister

-whether the government would consider

taking (it) out . ; . and plicing it in
a moare appropriate department. . . ?”
To which Mr Trudeau replied that e
would consider the suggestion.
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